


Watering: TheJapanesewatertheirBonsaisthree
times;oncefor the top,oncefor the middle,and
once for the bottom

A simple way to accomplish the same objective is to
submerge your Bonsai in a container of water one
in~ higher than the pottery that contains the tree. It
will bubble as water saturates the soil. When bubbles

stop, remove pottery and allowwater to run out the
bottom. DO NOT PUT TREE BACK ON
HUMIDITY TRAY UNTIL WATER HAS
DRAINED.

Misting and Humidity: One of the challenges
of growingJuniperindoorsis compensatingfor low
humidity.Thereare twowaysto do this:

Mist the foliage of your tree as often as possible
with a spray bottle.

Use a hwnidity tray. A humidity tray can,be any
shallow tray filledwith small stones. Keep a little
water in the bottom of the tray. This willhelp create
a humid environment for the plant Make sure the
water level does not reach the bonsai pot itself, as this
can cause the roots to rot

Mist and hwnidity trays do not replace watering!

Although Juniper are reallyOutdoor Bonsai varieties,
it is not impossible to grow them indoors. The key to
success liesin finding a good location and giving
them a little extra attention.

Placement: Summer: in the warm weather, you
should focus on givingyour Bonsai as much direct
sun and ventilation as possible. Keep it in an open
window that receives at least 2 hours of direct sun a

day.

Winter: during the colder months, Juniper need to
feel the chan,geof seasons. Situate them in the
coolest spot you can find that stillreceives some
directsunlight. .

Ideal treatment for Junipers, Other temperate
trees & outdoor varieties of Bonsai: Junipers
prefer to be outdoors from mid-May to mid-
November. They will do best in a location that
receives lots of direct sun. Remember that the

more sun your tree receives, the more often it will
need watering!

Junipers can stay out in the falluntil temperatures
start to dip below 25 degrees. Under no
circumstances should your Bonsai ever be
subjected to temperatures below 20 degrees F!

When it becomes too cold for your Bonsai to stay
outdoors, move it to a protected area. Some
wintering options include; a cold frame, garage,
enclosed porch, or basement window. Your tree
will stillneed sun if kept a 40 degrees F or above.
In locations colder than this, light is not needed. Be
careful to avoid temperatures below 20 degrees F.
If you suspect that your winter location may go
below that point, you may mulch your tree with
pineneedlesor peat moss. A portableheatermay .

also be used on cold rughts.

Tty to avoid moving trees into the warm house
and then back into the cold as this could

seriously shock them!

Inspect your trees: Junipers grown indoors should
be monitored regularlyfor the possible presence of
insects. Like many plants and trees, your tree
should be visiblyinspected for infestations. Shake
the foliage of your tree over a piece of paper, and
look to see if there are any specks moving around

on it. If you see white spots or other marks on
your tree, take your tree to your garden center or
florist for expert advice as to how to treat it. DO
NOT IGNORE IT!!

It is a good idea to spray your bonsai at least once
or twice a month with a non-toxic insect spray to
prevent infestation. We recommend either
"Schultz-Instant" houseplant and insect spray, or
"Safer's" insecticidal soap. Trees should not be
sprayed in full sun or when the soil is dry.

Fertilizing: Bonsai require regular fertilizing
whenever they are active. This means that a tree
kept inside allyear should be fertilizedyear
round, as it willnever go dormant. Trees that are
outside for the winter should be fertilized from

April through September.

We recommend fertilizingat least once a month
to keep your tree healthy. It is ok to feed Bonsai
as often as once a week A Bonsai food such as

Pokon works well. You may also use a
houseplant food like "Peter's," at half the
recommended strength.

When applying food, mix your fertilizerwith
water, then submerge your Bonsai in the solution.
Freshly potted trees should not be fed for 4-6
weeks. Fertilizer should also be withheld from

Bonsai suffering from root damage due to drying
out or overwaterlng.




